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Introduction
Name, Educational History, Position, Department, Specialty in your field



Chiara Blake

Host

Major: Behavioral Neuroscience
Minor: Data Science

Programs Coordinator for the College of Science 
Student Diversity Advisory Council



Prof. Oyinda Oyelaran

Panelist

Courses:
• Organic Chemistry I & II

Department:
Chemistry and Chemical Biology (CCB)

Involvement:
• Co-PI of CCB's NSF-REU site program since 

2018
• COS Associate Dean of Faculty Affairs



Prof. Kirsten Fertuck

Panelist

Courses:
• Inquiries in Cell and Molecular Biology
• Molecular Cell Biology
• Endocrineology

Department:
Biochemistry, Chemistry

Involvement:
• Full-time teaching faculty member in 

Biochemistry



Prof. Wendy Smith

Panelist

Courses:
• Entomology
• Cell and Molecular Biology
• Endocrineology

Department:
Biology

Involvement:
• 2006 University Teaching Award Recipent
• Co-Director of Northeastern University 

Skills and Capacity for Inclusion
• Performed research on the molecular 

biology of development and immunity



Prof. Richard Melloni

Panelist

Courses:
• Clinical Neuroanatomy
• Biological Psychology
• Psychopharmacology

Department:
Psychology, Behavioral Neuroscience

Involvement:
• Vice-Chair of the NU-Institutional Animal 

Care and Use Committee
• Chair, College of Science Full Professor 

Advisory Committee
• Psychology Department Safety Officer



Questionnaire



What did you know about science when 
you were in highschool?



Why did you choose to pursue your 
degree while in college? Was there a 

specific experience that led you to this 
decision?



How did the academic pressures of 
college make you feel?



At any point in college did you feel lost? 
How did you overcome this feeling?



What is one thing you did during college 
that made a meaningful impact on your 

career?



In three words describe your initial 
reaction to the world after college.



Did you take a detour during your 
career? If so share what you learned 

from this experience



Have you ever been in a position where 
there were ethical concerns regarding 
the work you were doing? How did you 

navigate that?



What’s a resource you wish you saw 
Northeastern students use more?
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